Lake Redstone Protection District (LRPD)-Year in Review

Most activities since the 2024 Annual Meeting focused on implementation of the
Lake Management Plan (LMP), also known as a 9-key element plan. This plan, approved
in February 2022, is being used to guide management activities over 10 years, with the
long-range goal of improving water quality in Lake Redstone. The complete plan is
available on the LRPD website at https://www.lakeredstonepd.org/.

Four LRPD committees are implementing the activities outlined in the LMP, as
described last year. Briefly, two existing committees, the Water Quality Projects
Committee and the Sediment Control Committee plus two ad hoc committees, the
Education & Outreach Committee (E&O) and Plan Integration Committee, are charged
with implementing the tasks described in the LMP. Each of the committees is headed by
a member of the LRPD board but all consist primarily of volunteers who are essential to
implementation of each committee’s activities. Some activities performed during the
past year are summarized below.

The Water Quality Projects Committee continues to address issues related to
aquatic plant management, monitoring lake water conditions, and other projects
intended to monitor and improve water quality.

Aquatic plant abundance in Lake Redstone continues to be monitored by a
consultant each year. The results of the most recent surveys are available on our
website. In recent years, the abundance of aquatic plants has decreased, leading to
efforts to preserve aquatic plants, because they are a valuable part of a healthy lake.

During the past year, monitoring of lake water continued and expanded to
measure parameters not monitored in the past. For example, based on a
recommendation contained in a “gap analysis” report received from Onterra, a lake
management consulting firm, the LRPD began monitoring the types of algae present in
Lake Redstone. Details of the monitoring results as well as conclusions on what is being
learned will be presented at the 2025 Annual Meeting.

The 2024 secretary’s report described concerns regarding the excessive numbers
of geese on Lake Redstone, so funds were added to the 2025 LRPD budget for goose
control. During the past year, LRPD cooperated with US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) staff to remove 188 geese from the lake. Future control activities will depend
upon size of the remaining goose populations.

The Sediment Control Committee is charged with monitoring and reducing
sediment entry into the lake and maintenance of sediment control projects that were
installed in earlier times. The status of sediment control devices is recorded annually
with photographs stored electronically in district records.


https://www.lakeredstonepd.org/

One activity performed annually is for committee members to tour the lake shore
to identify problem areas such as gullies and ditches that contribute runoff containing
sediment. One problem identified via this process was a gully above Cardinal Bay that
contributes sediment to the lake during storm events. In 2025, the LRPD secured
funding from the Sauk County grants program to address these erosion issues. Detailed
engineering plans are being prepared and construction of the new sediment control
devices is expected to begin this fall but will likely extend into 2026.

In July of 2025, repairs were finally completed to a weir above Martin-
Meadowlark Bay that was damaged by the 2018 floods. Because of the scope of the
project, funding was received from the surface water grants program of the WDNR and
from the Sauk County grants program. The new sediment control device consists of
stone gabions like those installed several years ago at Meronek Meadows. Installation of
the new stone gabions was scheduled for 2024, but technical and logistical issues
delayed completion until this summer.

Finally, the sediment control committee has cooperated with the E&O committee
on various activities. For example, they have cooperated to implement programs aimed
at encouraging property owners to improve their shorelines with the goal of reducing
runoff containing sediment and nutrients.

Ad hoc Education & Outreach Committee: The Education & Outreach Committee
is responsible for planning and implementing education and outreach activities
identified in the LMP, including preparation and production of the annual newsletter,
The Protection Connection.

The E&O committee continues to join forces with Producers of the Lake Redstone
Watershed plus Juneau and Sauk County staff to reduce the entry of sediment and
nutrients into Lake Redstone (see the photos on the Facebook page of the Producers of
the Lake Redstone Watershed). The 30+ farmers in the group perform farmer-led
initiatives, facilitated by Juneau County staff. The producers receive state funding to
conduct on-farm demonstrations, research projects, and educational outreach that led
to water quality improvements. They are increasing their use of conservation practices
including cover crops, rotational grazing and no-till agricultural practices with the goal of
keeping their soil on their property and OUT of Lake Redstone. Various measurements
through the years show increasing success in achieving this goal.

In the summer of 2025, the E&O committee worked cooperatively with Sauk
County personnel to repeat the “Shoreline Habitat Assessment” that was first
performed in 2018. This time Sauk County hired a summer intern to perform the field
studies needed for the new assessment. The report containing an assessment of lots on
Lake Redstone will be prepared by the intern and Sauk County staff this summer and
fall. The Shoreline Habitat Assessment report will include photos of all 800+ properties
on the lake, each with a rating of the first 35 feet of property above the shoreline. The
E&O committee plans to hold workshops both this fall and next spring to share the



results with property owners and to encourage shoreline improvements that reduce
runoff that carries sediment and nutrients into the lake. The WDNR, Sauk County, and
the LRPD all have reimbursement programs that provide financial assistance to property
owners who wish to decrease runoff from their property.

The ad hoc Plan Integration Committee: The Plan Integration Committee is
responsible for planning, coordination, and monitoring tasks in the LMP involving
multiple committees. One of the first tasks for the committee was to establish a system
for tracking progress toward meeting the milestones associated with implementation of
the LMP. The LRPD board holds special meetings twice a year to monitor and discuss
progress.

With the assistance of Mitch McCarthy from Sauk County Department of Land
Resources and Environment, the LRPD has set up a system to perform transect surveys
in the watershed. Twice each year, a team of volunteers spends a day following a
specified route through the watershed to monitor agricultural practices in specific fields.
They track progress in implementing sustainable agricultural practices such as the
adoption of no-till cropping systems, the use of cover crops, etc. The results are
recorded on a computer and analyzed with the aid of various modelling programs to
compare progress over time. These surveys also allow county extension agents to
encourage producers in the watershed to increase their use of sustainable agricultural
practices over the next decade.

Because of concerns about the damage to shorelines, lake bottoms, and water
quality caused by the operation of boats that produce enhanced wakes, the LRPD
proposed to the La Valle Town Board that they consider a new boating ordinance. The
proposed ordinance would prohibit the use of so-called “wake boats” in displacement
mode which causes them to produce an enhanced wake. Operation of “wake boats” as a
normal boat without the use of the wake-enhancement equipment would be allowed.
An update on the status of the proposed ordinance will be provided at the August 2"
meeting.

The activities summarized above were made possible via the involvement of
many, many volunteers. We thank them for their service. The LRPD is always seeking
additional volunteers to assist with the implementation of the LMP. Whether your skills
and interests lie in lake biology, shoreline protection, electronic or written
communications, or organizing paper or electronic files, we welcome anyone who is
willing to help with District activities. If you are interested in joining one of the
committees described above, or participating in other efforts, please contact any board
member or email us at Irpd.board@gmail.com.
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